58.   SPEECH AT WOMEN'S MEETING, COMILLA^

May 16, 1925

Mahatmaji said in his reply to the address that he felt pleasure in receiv-
ing their address and should feel more pleasure when all the sisters would be
spinning and wearing khaddar. Mahatma desired them to follow the ideal
of Sita, which was an ideal of absolute purity. Cloth made of yarn spun on
charkha was then in use and there was no poverty then in the land. Foreign
cloth was impure and not to be worn on their pure body. He expected the
ladies to take a vow not to wear foreign cloth. Mahatmaji appealed for the
removal of the blot of untouchability and said those who showed contempt to
fellow human beings on the alleged sanction of religion committed an impious
and irreligious act. Ramachandra became purer by embracing Guha, a
CkandaP.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 17-5-1925

59.   POWER OF "RAMANAMA*"

A correspondent asks the following question:4
I do not know the writer.   The fact that he had the letter
delivered to me through his brother when I was leaving ^Bombay
shows the strength of his curiosity in this matter. Ordinarily, such
questions should not be discussed in public.   It is evident that,
if it became the general practice with the public to probe into the
private life of an individual, most unpleasant results would follow.
But I cannot escape being the object of such curiosity, whether
it is worthy or unworthy.     I have no right to try to escape.
Neither do I wish to do so.    My private life has become public
life.   For my part there is not a single thing in the world which
I would conceal from others. My experiments are spiritual^ Some
of them are novel.   They depend very much on self-examination
on my part   I have carried them out, following the maxim:   As

1 Gandhiji was presented with an address to which he replied in Hindi.

2 Member of a community treated as untouchable

3 Repitition of the holy name of Rama                                       .
'The letter is not translated here.    The correspondent had mentioned

Gandhiji's statement in a speech that he had thrice been saved from sin by
Ramanama. Pointing out that a local paper, Saurashtra, had commented on
this statement and drawn inferences which were not clear, he Had asKed
Gandhiji himself to explain what he had meant.